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ANs O: Fire and Ice

Some say the world will end in fire,
Some say in ice.

From what T've tested of desire

I hold with those who favor fire
But if it had to perish twice,

I think I know enough of hate

To say that for destruction ice

Is also great
And would suffice.
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The endless cycle of idea and action,

Endless invention, endless experiment,

Brings knowledge of motion, but not of stillness;
Knowledge of speech, but not of silence;

Knowledge of words, and ignorance of the word.

All our knowledge brings us nearer to our ignorance,
All our ignorance brings us nearer to death,

But nearness to death no nearer to God.

Where is the life we have lost in living?

Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?
The cycles of Heaven in twenty centuries

Bring us farther from God and nearer to the Dust.
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We meet each other
to exploit each other
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